Hepatoblastoma in low birth weight infants: an institutional review.
The association between hepatoblastoma and low birth weight documented recently in the literature has yet to be well explained, in particular the suggestion that these patients may have a more aggressive form of the disease. From 1989 to 2003, our institution treated four patients for hepatoblastoma who had birth weights of less than 1,500 g. Notable was 100% patient survival despite bilateral and, in one case, recurrent disease. Speculation regarding the etiology of this subset of hepatoblastoma has included damage to developing hepatocytes induced by oxygen free radicals. Our patients universally had pulmonary disease requiring prolonged supplemental oxygen and ventilatory support. However, our review supports no changes in the standard care of low birth weight infants or in managing those who develop hepatoblastoma.